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Can children with Complex 
Learning Needs Learn?  
How do children learn? 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first question we want to address in todays presentation is ‘Can children with Complex Learning Needs learn?’ and how do they learn?….. To do this we turn to the film… School of Rock….



School of Rock 

Child as a 
blank slate!  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the School of Rock Jack Black pretends to be a teacher by stealing the identity of his good friend.Jack is actually a failed Rock star- who is obsessed with one day hitting the big time as guitar hero!Jack enters the classroom and is met with a traditional school. The children sit in rows and wait to be educated by the teacher. They sit quietly and wait to be given the information they need to learn. Many of the children are interested in grades and how they are to be measured as learning properly.Schools in the UK were initially developed around this concept of the child as uniform ‘empty vessels’ ready to receive uniform learning in classroom rows to be educated. Early educationalists viewed children as ‘blank slates’ who should be filled with the relevant information to allow them to learn.



What about children with complex 
learning needs? 
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Children with  
Learning Needs 



The School of Rock  
 
 

Child as 
scientist 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The children question Jack’s credentials as a teacher and the nature of their new learning situation. They are not passive recipients of information but question and explore the environment surrounding them. In the 1930’s and 40’s Piaget started to formulate his own views of the child not as a ‘blank slate’ but as a scientist. A being that explores his or her environment and learns through active participation in the world around them.



Stages of development 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Piaget created stages of development for typically developing children. Cognitive development assimilation and accommodation. Links with CV- our yp’s find generalisation more difficult- they may be able to do something (through repetition) but not why- if they understand why then they can generalise. Behaviours can be linked to not having meaning attached to a learned behaviour or response.These have been challenged by research- some argue that whilst this is a useful framework of development but that there are no distinct stages. Children gradually develop skills and at earlier stages that Piaget originally hypothesised.  Some children with special or complex needs do not develop ‘typically’- there may be poor motor development for example and children require the support of an adult or peer to carry out motor tasks. Piaget reduced the role of the adult to a facilitator rather than an active participant in a child’s learning. Some critics have also argued that waiting for a child to reach a stage is unnecessary- you could ‘wait for ever’. One theorist in particular argued that a



The School of Rock  
 
 

Child as 
apprentice 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Vygotsky was writing his theory at the same time as Piaget but did not get translated into English (and thus influence UK thinking) until the 1960’s and 1970’s.Vygotsy saw all learning taking place in the interaction between adults (or more able peers) and children. In our film ‘School of Rock’ Jack Black discovers that he can share his musical skills and knowledge of the Rock music industry with the children in the classroom. They develop the skills to play this genre of music- then build on their learning with their teacher to organize all aspects of a rock concert- a complex activity involving lighting, costumes and arranging their act.Vygotsky envisaged teachers involved in shared activity in which they introduced key learning about a ‘culture’. In School of Rock the learning was limited to all aspects of a ‘rock’ culture- children developed identities within that culture- as musicians, managers, backing singers, clothing designers etc. In society, children learn in their interactions with more able adults all aspects of the culture in which they live- they are not necessarily taught in the traditional sense (ie an adult gives information to the child) but they learn through the process of taking part in cultural activities.  Learning is not just confined to the classroom.Learning is not confined to childhood.Nor is learning limited to children following a path of ‘typical development’ (quote on next slide)



The School of Rock 

Concepts of Children 
 

 A child whose development is impeded by a 
disability is not simply a child less developed 
than his peers; rather he has developed 
differently (Vygotsky)  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Vygotsky saw the responsibility of adults or more able peers to look at how the context was impacting on the development of the child. He spoke about ‘primary disability’ (the actual medical condition or areas of disability) and secondary disability (the impact of the wider environment on the capacity of the child to access learning opportunities)Look at quote



The School of Rock 

Concepts of Children 
The Zone of  
Proximal  
Development 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Key to Vygotsky’s thinking is the Zone of Proximal Development. This identifies the conceptual area in which learning can take place. It involves understanding what a child can do without adult guidance and what a child cannot do- even with adult support. The space in between- activities a child can do with adult guidance- is the ZPD.Deciding what a child can learn and designing learning opportunities is based on identifying the ZPD.Look at the following film clip to see if you can see the adult working within the child’s ZPD.Pippa could you create a link to Lynsay MacPherson- clip 2- bowling



Communication 
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Expressing a 
Need or view 

Interact with  
others 

Participate fully  
and learn 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Communication is central to all learning. Communication is not just about a one way expression of a view or a need. It is only through communication that individuals can interact with others  and therefore participate in shared activity. It is only with participation in shared activities that learning takes place. Communication can take many forms and we will be exploring different forms of communication over the next two days.Lets look again at the film clip and consider all the ways in which communication tools are used by both participants.Children learn through participation and then, eventually, internalise this learning so that it can be applied and reproduced in other settings/interactions. Our social interaction is, therefore, the basis of thought.



Film clip 
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1.Bowling. 
2.Red lips. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pippa- clip again of Lynsay MacPherson bowlingAnd second hyperlink to Lynsay Macpherson clip 3- red lipsGerry makes sense of what she is doing- he keeps language minimal and simple and augments with makaton. He looks for an exchange so that they are sharing the learning- they are both working within the ZPD. Gerry gets Lynsay to reflect on what she has learned about colour and number and finishes her part in the activity. 



The School of Rock  
 
 

Scaffolding 
for the 
apprentice 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bruner, an American theorist developed Vygotsky’s work by identifying the steps a more able adult takes to work with the child within the ZPD and identify how much the child had learned. We will return to this when we look at assessment later.Bruner identified how the adult introduces the activity, carries it out for the child, shows the child how to do the task (hand over hand if necessary) and works incrementally towards the child being able to carry out the task with less adult prompting/support to complete independence. Stages in learning in early childhood- enactive, iconic and symbollic. Learning through sensorimotor activity about concrete objects- then pictures in the mind of a concrete object and then symbols representing objects which can be manipulated or generalised- brain develops understanding of the world at all these levels. Example of comunication techniques using concrete objects of reference, photographs and then symbols. 



The School of Rock 
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We begin with the 
hypothesis that any subject 
can be taught effectively in 
some intellectually honest 
form to any child at any 
stage of development 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can learn at any time and throughout your life.Our hero in the film School of Rock learned to teach and developed a business. He went from knowing how to play to learning how to share his skills productively.Bruner introduced the concept of the spiral curriculum- visiting and revisiting concepts with different levels of breadth and depth to support increasingly advanced and complex learning. 



Film Clip 
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1.Who else is here today? 
 

2.Look at the picture. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point out smiles, eye contact, physical modelling of action etc.Look at clip of scaffolding- Fiona Kelly- who else is in the room? Carole talk about how that has been introduced and reintroduced over the years.Pippa can we have a link to Fiona Kellie- who else is here today?  Clip 5And  Morgan Taylor clip 6 – look at the picture



Campsie View at the Movies 
Take 2 End 
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